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 Presentation Handout

To access a PDF copy of today’s 
presentation slides, please use your phone 
camera to scan the QR code
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 Political Activity of DoD Personnel 
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Hatch Act & DoD Policy
What Group Are You In?

Non-

Group 1
PAS
 career SES

Career SES
Group 2


Contract Appeals 

Board
NSA
DIA
NGA

Group 3
DoD Civilian 

Employees
Schedule C 

Appointments

Hatch Act  Restrictions

Further  Restricted Less  Restricted

*Military personnel further restricted by DoD Policy
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What is Political Activity?
An activity directed toward the success or failure of a: 

• Political Party
• Candidate for Partisan Political Office, or a
• Partisan Political Group

Examples:
• Serving as a volunteer for a political party or candidate 

for partisan political office
• Working for a political party at the polls
• Using office e-mail to forward partisan messages
• Soliciting, accepting, or receiving contributions for a 

political party or candidate for partisan political office
• Be careful what you forward on social media 6
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What is not Political Activity?
 Activity not associated with a political party

• Attendance at an issue march/rally (Middle East policies)

• Discussion of issues (abortion, immigration, gun control) 

• Support to an election/referendum focused on issue-oriented 
campaigns (marijuana, local taxes)

• Volunteering for an election where no candidates are 
running with party affiliation (e.g., some school boards)

• Working at the polls for the city or county on election day
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Prohibited Political Activities 

• Engaging in political activity while:

• On duty (in a pay status or representing the agency)

• In a Federal building (even when off-duty)

• Wearing a uniform or official insignia

• Using a government vehicle
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Examples of Prohibited Political 
Activities in the Workplace

• Displaying buttons, posters, coffee mugs, screen savers, etc., that 
support or oppose political parties or candidates running for 
partisan political office

• Sending e-mails, texts, or other social media activity that 
supports or opposes a political party or candidate for partisan 
political office

• Making online contributions to candidates
• Displaying a picture of the sitting or former President running for 

reelection
o Official photos of POTUS & VPOTUS permitted
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For further information

• SOCO Website
• https://dodsoco.ogc.osd.mil/ETHICS-TOPICS/Political-Activities/

• OSC Website
• https://osc.gov/Services/Pages/HatchAct.aspx

• Contact your servicing legal office
• Contact DHA OGC – Ethics Office

• Laurie Rafferty at laurie.p.rafferty.civ@health.mil 
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