DHA=

Defense Health Agency

Defense Health Agency (DHA) Clinical Communities Speaker Series
2024 MAY CCSS: Bridging Gaps and Building Resilience in Primary Care

2024 MAY CCSS S01: Application of Healthcare Ethics: Consults, Cases, & Choices
Resource List

A Code of Ethics for Military Medicine (2020) synthesizes the information of two principles from the
Military Health System (MHS) and the American Medical Association (AMA). The Department of Defense
issued DoD Instruction 6025.27, “Medical Ethics in the Military Health System” was produced following a
March 3, 2015 report of the Defense Health Board entitled, “Ethical Guidelines and Practices for U.S.
Military Professionals,” in which the “Principles of Medical Ethics” for the MHS are established. These MHS
Principles are modeled after the AMA’s “Principles of Medical Ethics,” but with some notable exceptions
or distinctions due to the unique nature of the military and its mission. This article is a restatement of both
the MHS Principles and the AMA Principles, together with comments on the similarities and the
differences.

As noted above, the Defense Health Board published the Ethical Guidelines and Practices for U.S. Military
Medical Professionals in 2015. This summarizes findings and recommendations of the review of the
military medical professional practice policies and guidelines. Their analysis focused on the following
questions: 1) How can military medical professionals most appropriately balance their obligations to their
patients against their obligations as military officers to help commanders maintain military readiness? And
2) How much latitude should military medical professional be given to refuse participation in medical
procedures or request excusal from military operations with which they have ethical reservations of
disagreements? These questions speak to the above noted dichotomy that can occur within dual
relationships, and adherence to licensing/credentialing ethics and military protocol.

Ethical challenges of integration across primary and secondary care: a qualitative and normative analysis
(2019) is an article that explores ethical issues that arise in health care integration. Integration has a
general conceptual meaning, however in the context of the article, integration is used to refer to the
mechanisms by which integration can occur. The goal of integration is to prevent silos and reduce gaps in
care. This study focused on integrated care for children where chronic disease management has become
increasingly burdensome. The call to integrate specialist domains within a holistic approach has been
increasing as well. Pilot studies in integration programs have been emerging in the United Kingdom and
this article focuses on ethical challenges that result from these programs.

The importance of advance care planning (ACP) has been increasingly recognized by health systems.
Lawyers usually focus on advance directive documents however the documents are often derived without
clinical context. Improving Medical-Legal Advance Care Planning (2020) describes the historical
disconnects between the medical and legal practice of ACP. The authors gathered an interprofessional
panel or medical and legal experts to identify strategies to improve and align practices within and across
professions to ensure the quality and value of those efforts.
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